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R dered by the Commons al- 
ſembled in Parliament , that 

Mr. Long and Mr.” Holland doe 
from this houſe give thanks to Mr. 
Vines for the great pains he tooke 
in the Sermon hee, preached, this, 
day at — this Houle at 
 S', Margarets Wefiminſter , (it 
being the day of. publike humiliati- 
on)and to defire him to Print his 
Sermon, Anditis Ordered, that 
none ſhall Priut his Sermon., but 
who ſhalt bee licenſed under his 


hand-writing, 


Henry Elſyng, Cler. Par]. Dom, Com. 


E appoint Abel Roper to print this 


Sermon. 
Richard Vints. 
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To the 


HONOUR ABLE 
HOVSE of COMMONS 
Aſſembled in Parliament. 


: 


Vech Auditours who will {ufterthe word of ex- Heb.yz.2:. 


horration , 4s they encourage the Miniſter to 

doe his, ſo they ſhall be ſure to know their duty, 
which i not ordinarily the happineſſe of great pe1 ſo- 
wages. This Sermon was preacht _ one of the 
dayes of your ſolemn approach and arawing nigh to 
God. It was no ſeaſon to preſent you with fancies 
dreſſed in cobweb lawn, or thin notions cloathed with 
ayr. The Popiſh faſts did but change ſolid meat into 
fora meats. The ſubjett of the Sermon s cleanſing 
azd purifying ; which as it was neceſſary by the law, 
before the unclean perſon might drawnigh to God, 
fo it & required of you ;, It thou prepare thine 
heart, and ſtrerch'out thy hands towards him, If 
iniquity be in thy hand , pur it farre away : tor 


then ſhalr thou litr up thy face without ſpot, Job. | |_ 


11.13,14,15. It isaliberty which Miniſters claim 
by vertue of their commiſsion, to [peake, extiort,s 

and rebuke with all authority, Ti#.2.15, To# that 
| A. 2 are 


OD IAG > GO —— 


 TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 


| are the tutelar Patrons and aſſertours of jult liberties, 
| doe like your ſelves, in countenancing and enconra- 
| ging thu alſo : fo ſhall you have the miniftery of 
| the Word always ready to help you , to beat your cor- 
| r Cor.9-27. ruptions black and blew, which to doe, is both the 
| venwid{e. duty and beauty of your ſackcloth-dayes, The Lord 

who hath ſaid, That the pure in heart ſhall ſee God, 

Mat.5.8. And that he that hath cleag hands , ſhall 

be ſtronger and ſtronger, Job 17.9. ſo draw nigh to 
| you iu the light of his countenance, and ſtrength of 
| his arm, that you who have defended Re 7 from 


being trampled upon , may preſerve it from being 
| tore in pieces , and ſee the good of Jeruſalem af 
| the dayes of your lives. Lo prayes, | 


| 
| Yourſervant in Chriſt Jeſus; 


Richard V ines. 


SERMON PREACHED 


before the Honourable Houſe 


of Commons, upon the day of 
the Monethly-Faſt, Zanwary 28. 1645 


| JAMES 4.8. 
Draw nigh to God,and he will draw nigh to you : 


Cleanſe your hands,youſmners, and pu- 
rific your hearts, ye double-minded. 


BASwpY worke at this time (by agreemeng ) 
$1 IRA LY 55 to bring up the rere of this text, 5*< M, Cayl 
SINN - . tull bis Sermon 
K49 oy that it may appear to you in 2 0” vpon the for- 
dy , you received ( inthe fore-noon) mer part of 


the. invitation to that, which is not *is text. 


wot Lo 
Q/ 


| only the main duty, bur alſq.the chief good of} 


man, To draw #igh 8 Ged.:, And.you have(T hope) 
taſted of - the! Sneeagſe, of at. prin 


». 
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Plato in Pb2 
pr e, 
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which God doth make,or the entertainment which 
hegives to ſuch ; God will draw nigh to you; ſo the 
prodigall ſon aroſe and cameto his father, and his 
father ran and fell on his neck and kiſſed him. The 
loſt ſon comes, the compaſiionate father runs, God an- 
ſwers his people in a way of retaliation : if they 
draw nigh to him, he will drawnightothem : and 
this drawing nigh of God to us, is like the neerer 
approaches of the ſun, which by his heat and 
prolificall influences, gives life and beauty to thoſe 
things that before lay dead and buried, ſhrowded 
in the winding ſheer of the winter ſnow. 

Thar part of the text which comes under my 
hand ( Cleanſe your hands,you ſinners,and purifie your 
hearts,ye double minded ) contains in it, 

t. The prohibens, or impediment prohibiting 
this mutuall drawing nigh of youto God, of God 
to you ; and that is, the pollucion of your hands, 
the uncleanneſle or corruption of your hearts; for 
iris. not poſſible there ſhould be coalition or com- 
munion.between God and wicked men, there- 
fore its ſaid, Pſal18.26. with the pure thou wilr 
ſhew thy ſelf pure, and with the froward thou 
wilt ſhew thy ſelf froward , Plato ſaw thistruth, 
& Dairy ( faith he) ml wt ra32 pes A4I2gs icarTeodh;, 
the law of contrariety forbids purxy and filthi- 
neſſe to touch, that is, to have feRlowſhip or com- 
munion, <rabere' wi enrich, touch not the unclean 
thing, 2 Cer.6.17. God is fo fare from drawing 
nigh unto, thathe will hide hiSeyes from unclean 
_ Fhe teaſon why he dehghtech not in our 
facrifices, ' why vur-incenſe is an abomi- 

nation 
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nation to him,why he hateth our new Moons and 
appointed feaſts, why he will not hear our multi- ' 
plied prayers,is the uncleanneſle of our hands, 1ſs. 
I. from the 11,to theend of the 15** verſe; Thou 
art of purer eyes then to behold evil, and canſt not OR 
look on iniquity, ſaith the Prophet, Hab.1.13. thar OO caries 
is, thou canſt not countenance the violence and tt m M.Gar. 
oppreſſions of thy people, the grievance and vex+ {ir Me. 
ation done untothem by wicked men, much leſle, ,{."<1 I 
draw nigh tomenof ſuch unclean hands. < Gor vye on 

2. The removens prohibens, or the removall of 4 4/7 
that impediment, and that is c/eanfeng of hands,and 
purifying of your hearts, for ſairhthe Prophet, Iſa. 
1.16. Waſhye,make yeclean,put away theevil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do 
evil, learnto doe well, ſeek judgement, relieve 
the oppreſſed, judge the fatherles, plead for the 
widow: (And then it followes) Come now and let 
145 reaſon together, ſaith the Lord. Our difſimili- 
tude and unlikenes to God, isa barre to this mu- | 
cuall acquaintance and communion, for a man' 
unlike ro God, cannot bur diflike him. As white 
is no More contrary toblack, then black ro white: 
{0 Gods holines is no morecontrary to our wic- 
kednes,then our wickednes is to his holines : and 
therefore there can be no drawing nigh together, 
unles either God recedefrom his holines, (which 
cannot be) or we be cleanſed and purified from 
our uncleannefle, which is the onely way to make 
this communion cloſe,{weet, and firm, 

That the Text is proper and ſeaſonable for this 
day of our Humiliation is plain, not only by thar 

B 2 which 
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which immediatly followes in the 9. and 10. -ver, 
Be afflicted; and mourn, and-weep : humble your 
felves-1n the ſight of the Lord, But by the Text it 
ſelf, for what is the 7? #399, the main buſines of a 
Faſt, but to ſearch for the Lord with all our heart, 
to lament after him, to draw nigh unto, and meet 
our God 2 and what isthe ro #9, or main buſines 
of themthat faſt, butto bring forth the wicked. 
nes that isintheir hands, and the predominant cor- 
ruptions that are in their hearts, and as wineſ- 
tes againſt them, to caſt upon them the ſtone of 
execution that they may die, A Faſt is not meer- 
Ilya ſermon and a prayer, there is a propriety in 
that ordinance or duty. The ſermon ſhould ſpread 
' your ſinnes before you, and your confeſhons and 
{prayer ſhould ſpread them before the Lord. The 
tecmon puts the aſhes on your heads, and dreſſes 
your ſoulsin that ſackcloth , which you are to 
wear as mourning garments, in. your prayer and 
humiliation, Iwith our Faſts may not loſe their 
property, like phyſick, which by often ta- 
king, becomes at length a 4zer, rather then a me» 
aicine, 
There isin the words triplex oG;a, a three-fold 


conjunction, 
cleanſe Hands 


Sinners and 
. and Syour 
double-minded \and by ; Wt 


I ſhall firſt break the ſhell, by explication ofthe 

termes. 
The word [4uegren: ] finners, as it ſignifies in 
generall any finner, in oppoſition to a righteous 
man, 


” 
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man, Rom. 5:19. As by. one mans diſobedience, 
many. were made [-u-gw34] ſinners, {0 by the 0- 
bedience of one, ſhall many be made.[\zaw]righe 
zeous : ſo in ſpeciall it alſo ſignifies a wicked man, 
one of flagitiouslife, a ſinner #7 i5:w, therefore! 
its often {31d [7 Aeneas nas do grunt | Public ans and muy 
naers, and Luk.7.37, a woman inthat Ciry which 
was [ dugrens] a inner, thatis an adultereſle, or a. 
harlor, as itis generally expounded , and if we 
ſurvey the beginning of this chaprer, what brayl- 
ings, envyings, luits, ſelt-ſeeking, did raignea- 
monegſt this people, we {hall ſee good reaſon 
to take the word ſinners, tor {uch as did lie in more 
open and ſcandalous finnes, men . of unclean 
hands, | 

The word #}:54:, d,uble-minded, 1s once before 
aſed inthis Epiſtle, chap. 1.9. and ſignifies ſuch as 
have double, (or as the Syriack expreſleth it) divi- 
ded heats, it an{wers.rhe Hebrew expreſſion : 
a heart and a heart, which the ſeptuagint doe jnter- 
pret word for word, «:q//z ai xzpte, and Syma- 
chws (whom Chryſeſtom on, P[al.12.2. calls d»& 
tqwnrevrhc ) renders It, rag/iz di;n xidn, WE {hail beſt 
underſtand the lenſe ofthe word, by comparing 
it with the oppoſite thereunto, and thatis.4=>/ms 71; 
xeNa, Epheſ.6.5. Col.3.22. Simplicity, or ſinglenes | 
of heart, it is @ grace recommended to ſervants, 
Is ſinzlenes of heart as unto Chrift, not with eye-ſer- 
Wee 45 unto men; And again its faid, 1» ſunglenes 
of heart fearing God : doing whatſoever you doe from 
your heart, as tothe Lord, and not to man ; where 
you have {inglenes of heart deſcribed, to be the 


B. 3 ſtcerage. 
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ſteerage of the heart, by the fear of God ina right 
line. to intend andaim at him and his glory, in 
all you doe; for thoſe crooked,ſerpentine, and ſub- 
till windings and turnings of heart, which are 
called, Pſal.145. 4,5. crooked wayes, that are like 
a winding way, or winding brook, that runnes 
in and out; or like a winding ſtayre caſe, 
where a man goes but three or tour ſteps, and 
then turnes toanother point, are ſet in oppoſition 
touprightnes of heart; ſuch off aud ox, ſuch in and 
out hearts cannot be upright, they then are dou- 
ble minded. 

1. Whoſe hearts are not {1ngle and entire with 
God, bur divided between God and ſelf, being bi- 
aſſed with carnall and worldly luſts, policies or 
ends. 

Likethe heart of an CAavnlterer, or Adultereſſe, 
({otheſe double minded ones areallocalled,wver.g.) 
which is divided between husband or wite, and 
ſome cther ſtrange love. 

2. Whoſe hearts arenot fixed upon one center, 
but uncertain, moveable , and inconſtant with 
God, cap.1.ver.8. A double minded man tis unſct- 
led inall his wayes, The word is ajeri=:75, which 
ſignifies that he is at no ferlednes within himſelf, 
but off and on, by reaſon of luſts tharmutiny with- 
in him, and carry him away from chuſing, and 
reſting upon God alone: and this inconſtancie 
riſes from the former, namely,the diviſion of the 
heart, forit being divided int ſelf by reaſonings, 
ſelf-intereſts, luſts, cannot be conſtant in attend- 
ance tipon God, Ir is but by accident that the 

weather- 
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weather-cock points towards the ſunne, namely, 
becauſe the winde and ſun are both in one corner. 
If the winde turn,it turnes away allo, 

2. Cleanſe and purifie , teIze/oure 4y1ioare, theſe 
words are promiſcuouſly, and indifferently uſed 
by the Septuagint, to interpret the Hebrew words 
chat ſignify to cleanſe and purify , and there is 
in theſe words an alluſion to legall uncleanneſles, 
andthe purifying of them, for as in the law, be- 
fore an unclean perſon might draw nigh to God, 
he muſt be purified trom his uncleanneſſe, 
ſo thoſe that will draw nigh to God or 
would have God draw nigh co them, muſt 
cleanſe their hands, and purity their hearts. The 
Heathens had their ceremonious waſhings, and 
purifyings, as preparative to their ſacrifices and 
prayers, and this heart-puritying, and hand-clean(- 
ling, is that purgatory thorow which we muſtgoe, 
it wewill draw nigh to God in worſhip and com- 
munion; God will be ſerved with clean crea- 
fures. Mo, 

3. Hands and hearts. The heart is. the womb, 
vvhere luſt is vvarmed and conceived , the. ſhop, 
where the forge, anvill, bellowes, fire are for 
the forming of luſt, and making of it ready. The 
hands are put forthe executive and inſtrumentall 
powers, that bring it forth to light and ad it, 
embee afeics TH. duagrie, Rom.5.13, the vveapons of 
unrizhteouſnes unto finne; In ſhort, the outward 
and inward man being filchy and unclean, muſt 
be purified from corruption of heart and life. 


For he that hath clean hands and a. pure hearr, 
_ © 
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Pſal,24.4.5. ſba'l receive the bleſſing from the Lord, 
and righteouſnes from the God of his ſalvation, 

T ſhall now come to the matrer of the Text 
which I will handle. 

1. Inthe two parts of it diſtinctly. Cleanſe 
your hands, purifie your hearts, 

2. As theſe two parts are in connexion one 
With the other- cleanſe your hands, and purify 
your-hearts, 

3- Asthey ſtand both together, in reference-to 
our drawing nigh to-God, and his drawing nigh 
tous, Drawnigh to God, and hevvill draw nigh 
to you, Cleanſe your hands, gc, 

You may eaſily ſee that hereis very little ſpecu- 

ative, or notionall-matter, but practicall, and 
ſuch as will fall moſt properly into uſe, and into 
matter of application. /We have now to deal 
* vvith your hearts and hands, and not your brain. 
Here vvillbeno fine thin» wafers which vvill melt 
upon your tongue, and vaniſh ina little ſweetnes ; 
,and yet ſuch novelties and running banquets are 
all forthe palare of theſe quealy times , © Relzgion! 
how artthou turned into a kinde of Philoſophy of 
opinions, in danger to be a mers ſcepticke, or 
terra incognita, an every th:nz,a nothing, a thing for 
avvanton faiicy to play withall, a ſmooth rongue 
toralk of, made up of a brain and a mouth, with- 
) our heart and hands. How can it be otherwiſe 
; whenthe tree of knowledge is ſo much preterd be- 
fore the tree of life 2 

From the firſt part, Cleanſe your hands, ye ſin- 

ers, Tobſerve, 239 1: 35-3657 $8501 
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be a {trangerto God, and God to him, 
2 They that will draw nigh tro God , muſt 
clenſe their hands. 


A corrupt and wicked life argues a man to. be ny, 1. 


a ſtrangerto God, and God him, for otherwile 
a man might. draw nigh to God, and have unclean 
hands too, whichthe Text ſuppoſestharit cannot 
be. That power which draws a man into acquain- 
tance with God , doth proportionably kill ſin. 
That power which flows from God in acquaintance 
witha nn, kilsfin too : whether I goout to the 
Sun, orthe Sun come in to mee, the darkneſle 
is expeld : fin hath not dominion over them 
thatare undergrace, Rom.6.14. the knowledge 
.of God ſets aman looſe from his bondage to he 

,enſlaving/luſts hee. before ſerved., yee ſhall know 
the truth, and the truth ſhall make you free, John $. 
32.draw nigh to God, and be unclean if you can. 


Thar faith which is uniting to Chriſt, is apurify- | 


ing faith, .rcbellion againſt the Commandements 
of God, is inconfiſtent with communion with 


God; you may-taſt, and pray, and ask, that you 
may conſume upon your luſts,Verſ.4.likea Cutpurſe 


in a Church, whocomes not thither ro leck God, 


bur his prey. 


They that draw nigh to God , muſt clenſe yy , 


their hands , I will waſh mine hands in innocency, 
ſo will I compaſſe thine Altar, © Lord, Plal.26.6. 
Where you may obſerve, that thankſgivingsand 
prayſes , which the Pſalmiſt calls ſacrifices of 
C ſhour- 


I Ronny and wicked life argues a man to 


— 
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rm 1733 ſhouting, orloud mufick, Pſal.27.5. and wherein 
Lormwin Pla they uſed (as one faith) chores agerecircum altare, 
26.6. : . 
are to be performed with waſhen hands:ſoin your 
prayers,the Lord requires that you ſhould lift up 
| pure hands, 1 Tim.2.8. and what a {weet refle&1- 
on may you make upon your deliverances which 
are wonderfull , when youcan ſay, I was upright 
with God, and I kept my ſelf from mine iniquity * 
Therefore hath the Lord recompenſed me accor- 
ding tomy righteouſnes , according to the cleannes 
of my hands in his eye-ſight, Pſal.18.23,24. If ye 
fall into ſtraits, and beplunged into depths of mi- 
ſery , If your face be foule with weeping, and on your 
eye-lids be the ſhadow of death , what a lifting up of 
the head willit be unto you, tobeableto ſay, Not 
for any injuſtice in my hands? Fob 16.17. It the 
Lord ſhall deliver this Iſland from the oppreſſion 
and injuſticeunder whichir hath groaned, what a 
crownand comfort will it be to you,that it # del:- 
veredby the purenes of your hands? Job 22.30. To 
conclude. It there be a fruſtration of our counſels, 
and our endevours bring forth nothing but wind ; 
You ſhal findthe reaſon why God makes all void 
and incffectuall, 7/a.59.6. Their webs ſhall not 
become garments, neither ſhall they cover them- 
{ felves with their works, Their works are works of 
' iniquity, and the att of wiolence is in their hands. 
Thar nothing may be loſt ,. let us pick up the 
particulars that are offered unto us in this point. 
I That God invites «ypereav's, great {inners to 
draw nigh to him, and promiſeth rodraw nighto 
them, 
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them, O yee ſingers, no ſuch ſtrangers to God, bur 
they may come into favour, intimacy, and com- 
munion with him ; Great ſinners are oftentimes 
made great Saints : God engraves his image in un-\ 
toward wood, that the churliſhneſſe of the marrer| 
may the more commend the workman , heecalls 
them to him, being yer overwhelmed with ſin,and 
intheir drawing nigh to him theyare clenſed , as 


Chriſt ſent the Lepers to the Prieſt, but is v} 


nedyur , as they were going they were clenſed, 
Lnke 17.14. 


2 He bids theſe finners clenſe and purifie, their &G 


hands and hearts ? but how can corruption clenſe 
it ſclfe ? can unſavoury falt ſeaſon ir felfe * No. 
God purifieth the heart by faich, As 15.9.and 
every manthart hath this hope, purificth himſelf, 


1 John 3.3. Chriſt is he that comes by waterand 


blood, 1 Foehn 5.6. thatis, by all manner of puri- 
fying , typified by legall purifications. This is 
(faytha learned man) one of the myſteries of this 


me 


Law (of purifying) that a clean perſon was him- Ainſworth in 
{elfe made uncleane, by touching the holy water, Num>.49- 


or ſprinkling ic upon the unclean: and this isthe 
great myſtery of the Goſpel , that hee whoſe 
bloud clenſerhus fromall fin, 1 Fohn1.7.andin 
whom being a cleaneperſon isno ſinne, ſhould 
yer be made finne for us , and for our clen- 
ling. And as an uncleane perſon is faid ro pu- 
rific himſelfe, Numb. 19.12, & 20. becauſe that 
(though there was a peculiar water for that pur- 
poſe , andthar alſo to _ ſprinkled on him by 

2 an- 
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, another) it was his duty ro com&;unto that pu- 
 ritying water , and make. uſeof it? ſoare youto 

| purific your hearts. and clenſe your hands, by 
comming untothat bloud of ſprinkling, Heb.12. | 
22,24. Faith will bring you ro this purifying 
bloud : one touch of C u-x 1.5: r by Fir: 
draws vertue: out of. him ,. which -will dry up 
your running iſſues. Humiliation: , though it 
doe. not properly clenſc your hands ,. yet it 
plucks oft the gloves, and makes them bare 
| \tor waſhing : and godly ſorrow with its ſeven 
: daughters as-they are expreſſed , 2 Cor. 7.11. 
are clenſing things... This is the way of your 
clenſing and puritying ,. this is your_duty, and 
this rhrough grace- is your ability ; for the rege- 
rate being principled , doth act, being purified, 
| doth purific himſelf; and being kept by the power 
of God, dothalſo keep himſelt , as. it is ſaid, 

z Fohn5.18.. 

3 Sinners aretoclenſe their hands : but what 
| axethoſefins ? they are generally thoſe outward 
| {tns, or wayes of wickedneſſe wherein men uſe to 
; walk , and which dodenominate a man dyag/oxdr, 
| ſinner of deeper dye; but in ſpeciall wee finde 
{ome more eminently called fins of the hands , as 
| opprefhon and violence, Fonah 3.8; blood, 1/a.1. 

1.5. bribes, 1/4.3 3.15.injuſtice,Fob 16.17.as there 
are allo eye-fins, car-ſins, rongue-fins, 7c. 
4 bo» 4 is clen{ing the hands ſet before puri- 
"+ tying of the heart ? tor the rule is, make thetree 
good, and his fruit good: in vain, do wego abour 
r0 


—_ — — ——  _— 


” FIR —————— ts » 


: Houſe of Commons onthe Faſt, January. 28 1645- 03 


to ſweeten chſfvenm when the fountain ſtil ſends 
forth bitter water ? To this I anſwer, that though 
it be buta ſollicitous trifling ro vex every pris and 
=_—_ which we mcert with in Scripture, and is 

ur a curioſity to rake pains to-{ay nothing, leſt we , 
might ſeem to leave any thing unſaid , yer there - 
may ſome account be = of this tranſpoſition: - 
as 1 The Scripture ſometimes puts that firſt, | /t- 
which is viſibly j rſt, the ſigne before the cauſe, as' 
when 1t is ſaid, Calling and Eledion.. 2 Becauſe 
conviction begins at = groſler {in, there the 
conſcience beginsto take fire: and God who hath 
the ordering of fin, makes ſome great ſin very ſer- 
viceable nes uſefull, to be, as it were , an entring 
wedge to breake the knotty hearr all to pieces, 
3 Becauſe grace having once gor footing in the 
hearr, preſently enters the field againſt this kinde 
of (ins, as having greater guilt, and by their bulk 
making the greateſt interception of the light of | 
Godscountenance, and more inconſiſtent with a 
ſtate of ſalvation,then thoſe rebelling and moleſt- 
ing corruptions which are within. pnafis 

For. the reaſon of this point , That they who yew. 
draw nigh to God, muſt clenſe their hanas. 1 
ſhall 'ofter: onely this. That theſe fins of 'our 
hands , doe keepe-usat diſtance from God, and 
God at diſtance from us ; your- iniquities have 
ſeparatedbetween you aud your God, and your ſins 
have hid hu face from you, Tſa.59.2. This isthe 
worſt effe& and fruit of ſin; that it is privanive. 


of our union with , and fruition of God: :De- 
pat - 
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part from mee, is as terrible a wortdas everlaſting 
fire, It is 3 Ug& & on57%. Jude 137 the blackneſſe 
of darkneſſe , the lultings ot corruption which arc 
in the regenerate, are(as I may call them) tranſpa- 
rent ſins, they obſtruct not our communion with 
God, like the motes which are infinite, but hinder 
not the Suns bright beams from us; bur theſe 
hand-fins or wickedneſle of life, are opacous, and 
pur us into the ſhade, by their interpoſition be- 
tween God and us, and doubrlefſe while wee are 
in love with ſin God isas unpleaſing to us as wee 
arcunpleaſingtohim, nor would wee any more 
draw nigh to him then hee tous. Give meeleave 
thus to convey the notion that T have upon this 
point, Commerce1sone thing, Communion 1s ano- | 
/ ther: As a man will have.commerce or trade with 
| an enemy, a ſtranger, any body,to trade with hin 
\ for profic , and togain ſome commodity which 
he hath in his hands, bur Communion, which is 
in way of love, — or acquaintance, hee 
Cares not for , nor would by any meansadmit of, 
ſoa man,whoſe hands and life are full of fin, and 
his heart full of enmity ro God , may yet have 
Tfomecomerce withGod induties or ordinances,to 
ſerve his turn upon God,uti Deo ut fruatur mundo, 
andto make uſe of him for his own ends, as it is 


ſaid, bs Tou aske, that you may conſume upon 


your luſts , but communion in way of leagueand 
friendſhip wich God , and fruition of him in way 
of ſpeciall love and favour, hee neither can have, 
nor will, except hee alſogive a bill of Divorceto 
his beſt beloved luſts. I 
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ro you, and the Uſe is in the Text , Clenſe your 


hands, * ſinners, Ir's unacreptable work to beer 


upon, for a ſinner to clenſe & purifie,and toclenſe 
his hands roo, which are ful of profitable fins, Turn 
yeenery one from your evil way,and from the violence 
that ts in your hands,Fonah 3.8. Itis a wonder that 
the Ship wherein wee are, lo laden with fins of all 
ranks and ſubordinations of men, King, Princes, 
JudgesLawyers, Gentry, Miniſters,people (eſpe- 
cially in ſuch growne Seas as we have been in) 
ſhould live to this day , for you know we en- 
reredinto this wildernefle,, wherein we yet wan- 
der, with our former Egypt-fins upon our backs, 
and we alas did not firſt make even before we 
went upona new ſcore, we faſt,. we pray, we 
Covenant, and yet we are as double minded , as 
foul handedas betore , ungodlinefle, unrighteouſ- 
neſſe, ſelf-ſeekings, hypocriſie , religiouſneſſe 
for our ends abound amongſt us , and contempt 
of the Miniſtery morerhen ever, ſothat preach- 
ing of the word by the Minifters of this King- 
dom , which for {oundnefle, ſpiritualneſſe and 
ſucceſſe , hath not bcen (I was going to ſay ) pa- 
ralelled , (T may truly ſay) exceld in any parrof 
the World , is by very many now judged ro 
have bcene a Mozopoly, and fir _ other Mo 
nopolies togoe downeand to be madeacommon 
trade. Not many years agoe, when it was both 
danger and diſgrace to hold forth the profeſſion 
of the Name of Chriſt in truth , what —_ 
ac 


Fl "IF p . Gm 
I come nowpto make application of this Point Generall Ve, 


— 


_—= 


16 A Sermon preached before the H onourable 


— 


had Chriſtians to the ſincere dodrine of Chriſt» 
and of regeneration and mortification of fin? How 
4 did they 1n their private meetings, lay fiege to the 
throne of grace with united ſtrength,and antidote 
themſelves againſt the infectious ayre of thoſe 
times ? whoſe eyes were thought too deare tor 
thoſe faithfull meſſengers of God ar whoſe feet 
they fate 2 what contending was there for the 
faith once delivered to the Saints * what burning 
love hadthey each to other? what onenes of heart 
and mind? Now alas, ſome of thoſe good ears of 
cornaremildewd, and many run all up into ſtraw, 
and donotear ſo well;Religion vapours it felt our 
into notions and diſputes of no _ breaks into | 
Mamas [parties,and is brokenin pieces by murtuallanimoſi- 
Marcelt.lib.21 Ltjes; ſoit is obſerved,that that ſincere & true god- 
_ lines, which flouriſhe and was warm. in Chriſtians | 
ate, (ib.t.in { underthe perſecuting Emperours, poſt Conſtanti- 
In-tio. num cep#t refrigeſcere, after Conſtantine,, when it 
was both ſateand honorable,it began ro.cool, and 
to break out into ambition, pride, contention, &c. | 
.If you will not own your Eo , we that are Mini- 
ſters muſt cry aloud , 1ſa.5 8.1. Cry aloud, ſpare 
not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and ſhew my peo- 
ple their tranſereſsions, and the houſe of Jacob their | 
ſins : andobſerve, I pray you, to whom the Pro- | 
phet is commanded to cry aloud, namely, to ſuch 
as ſoughtthe Lord daily , and delightedro know 
his wayes,as a Nation that did righteouſnes, and 
forſook not the Ordinance of their God , ſuch as 
did aske of God the Ordinances of juſtice, and 
took 


\ 
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took delight jn approching*ro God, that faſted 
and afflicted their {ouls.,'Yerſe 2;3+fach as made 
religious duries the panders to their luſts, -and the 
covert of their.injuſtice. and- oppreſhon., hiding 
their filehy'ſores under a velver-Playſter, Sinlyes 
faſt aſlcep and moſtſecure in ſuch men ,*the forme \ 
of religion i a Buff-coat to their ſins, and therefore 
cry aloud, and = impartially againſt the ſins of all 
Torrs of men., *{o, *asnor'colitk the ſores of great 
ones, andbyrethe ſores of poore ones, for tharis 
rather to npbraid men with their poyerty,then te- 
provethem'for their fins. You'know thatPhyfi- 
cians, Chyrargians (and. {& Miniſters ) ate ſome- 
rimesallowed to be cruell; andthe trattris,'Ffear 
wee havelapryp-che/pills-of reproofin; ſo mnactr| 
pap and ſugar; that by 4laying the birrernefſewre 

a 
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ve fruſtrated the operation. Oh thar you-were 
all of you too generous to be flatrerd , and thar 


you would ſearch out particular! t your ones 
ſonallandboſomefins wearing, drmkenneſſe, 
whoredom, injuſtice, oppreſhon: for whiles wee 
ſpeake generals ,*no'man thinks tharthe Cocke 
crowsto him ,:and ſogoes nor' forth toweerp bir- 
rerly; upon a'generall Indiftmenr'of 'a man ro.be | 
a Felon or Thief, *therecanbe-no proceeding to 
ſentence, except the faQtin particular be expreſt';, 
ſo while youſzy only in generall,We are finners, 
ind doenor arraigne your ſelves upon particulars, 
ſaying; This'is my m»equity, you cannever judge 
rerun” Aa ſelves as yowoughr.' So much 


ne 
for the generall. 
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Now particularly;ro you(Honovred and Wor- 
thy) thatare Members of rhe Houourable Houſe 
of Commons, you are ſingle perſons,ſcarch your 
ſelves, conſidex your ways; Is thereany thing in 
your hands to beclenſed * You are to purge the 
corrupt: leaven out of.your owne houles., your 
ſelves,your families, your places of officeand truſt 
are the proper ſphere of youradtivity, you arctor 
Ecclefiaſticall reformation, and the ſweeping out 
of corruprions out ofthe hauſe of: God : bur arc 
youas.ntent.upon perſonall reformation of your 

(own uy © do-your own houſes lyeclean * have 
ou. recall principles of godlinefle in your owne 
x * Or are you arried meecrly.by che Parlia- 
ream, bya rapt motion ? In 
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mentary genire On 
| one ho not afraid of holines? Theſcare 


things ſadly to be c6fidered. Fora you think thar 
in L Ham earneſt one Blackmoze ſhold goabout to 
wathanother* would you .notfay, Why doth not 
he firſt make himſelfe white, that the 'other may 
thereby be perſwaded hecan make him fo too ? If 
any of you ſhould lie in knowne fins or. luſts, can 
you comfortably,conſcientiouſly , and zcalouſly 
contribute to the reformation otorthers? you ma 
faglcep dothat which is right inthe fight of God, 
ur where 1s your comfort,.if it be not done with 
a perfect heart? Hee muſt needs beafraid ro hedge 
inthe Sacrament, and:to make.it.inacceſſibletorthe 
ſcandalous and. nrophane z-Qr. ro.ſettlea ſairhfull 
and ſearching Minitery in the place hee lives in, 
that knows hee ſhall but. thereby makea rod for 
- him- 
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himſelfe. I beſeech yourhereforero ſcarch your 
ſelves , that you may not be Carpenters to build / 
an Ark forothers, and yourſelves beloſt, Ir js a 
= honourto bea Member of this Parliament, 

ut it is as greata burthen too,as ever Engliſhmen 
underwent: and I ſhallcrave leave to rel! you fur- 
ther , that you” may become the greateſt ſrmners 
in the world byir , for now the fins of the King- 
dome may become yours; the hereſies, blaſphe- 
mies , and crying wickedneſles of oppreflton and 
injuſtice may become yours , they arc other mens | 


— 
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fins by commiſſion; they are your other wzens fins 
by your omiſſion of that opportunity, and duty of 
yourplace roprovide for remedies preventive and 
removent of them, {6 far as they may come with- 
in your knowledge ,and the reach of yourpower, 
That which Scripture cals partating tn other mens 
ſins,adds more guitt tormen ofall{orts, eſpecially 
Miniſters and Magiſtrates , then is generaily 
thought of. Take heed of making your ſelves 
partakers of thoſe fins and abominations , which 
you hate the thought of : and the Lord keepe 
alive your zeale by this quickning conſtdera- 
ton. 

2 So much being ſpoken to any of you re- 
ſpectively, as fingle Members : Give me leave 4 
ro addreſſe my ſclfe in a word of two, to you 
the Honourable, and for ever ro be renowmed 
Body. Is there any thing 1n your hands, the 
clenfing away whereof may cauſe you to draw 
nigherto God , or Ged to-draw neercr 10 you 
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ou have:had a.miraculous- hand with you this 
Laſt yearczand there is with you as atokemot Gods 
drawingnigh toyou, .ſuchachamm obſucceſfesand 
victorics , - conſiting of. ſo:many: links , wirhour 
any flaw or. breaking. oft. berween them , as very 
few pcoplechave.to ſwow-in the.World again, I 
beſcech.you watch the dooreagainſtzhe. entrance 
of chat which ufually attends cithergrear pares,or 
; great benefits received), andthavis pride.: as wee 
harp pama cold whea.wearewarm:: ſoirs natu- 
rall coman.to.bepuft up with ſucceſſe.I ſhall offer 
/ ro yourhis humbling conſideration ;-when Iſrael 
wasintheact of. leading: trwo-hundred thouſand 
of Fadah intriumph, having gocttena mighty vi- 
Rory overthem.there. was a __—_ thar preſt 
upen the. Conquerours a.ſca{onable. argument, 
that tooke very much. with them; ..and 'wroughr 
them into a.more: equal] temper , and it was this, 
2 Chron.28.10.. but. are there net with you, even 
with you, , ſins againit the Lord your God ?: So ſay 
Ito you : are there.not fins with you, eves with 
94. *: refleR.upon z, and: examine:your: ſelves. 
Thercare.very many hard caſes in the. Kingdom. 
Iam nor-ſo out. of .my {elf as to lay them at your 
doore; 45-: you:are 4 wy becauſe indeed Ican- 
not, (and yer. if .I could;,. I durſt doc it) bur I 
moſt. humbly.give.caution;'to-you ;, who: are the 
ſtuelds , the healers,:. There.are-many: forlorne 
and. dctolare. perſons , . that: follow you: with 
cryes :for.. the: price-of their; husbands and fa- 
thers lives or-lumbes. ,Itis not. charity , bur ” 
ce 
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ſtice to refreſn their bowels: many have given 
downrtheirmilk freely, and yerafterall haverheir- 
breaſts bitten untill they bleed, by unlawtul plun- 
dering, ſpoyland violence: many inſtruments im- 
ployed.,.are very ſharp bitten and prey forthem- | 
ſelves. . The intention of the Phyſicianand of the 
Leechis not the ſame. He intends to draw out the 
bloud in due proportion , as his paticnt.can beare: 

Shee hath no other gage of her ſucking , then till 
ſhee be full as ſhee can hold. Ir were juſticero 
ſqueeze theſe Spunges thar have ſuckt themſelves 
full, and.coleavechem as.dry as they werear firſt, 
Ler difference be made of. mens faults in their pu- 
niſhments: thereis no reafon, that Peter who de- 
nied his Maſter of ery Er Fude that be- 
trayed him deliberately , ſhould be both in one 
przdicament.. Let not juitice be byaſled. by par- 
riality. A Judge ought to:look with noother eye 
bur the eycofthe Law,which looks arthings,and- 
isblinde to perſons. .Let juſtice be ſpeeded; that ,.. , ,, - 
expenſes andatrendance ceatnor'ourt theprincipall wt years 
inqueſtion;Amos'5 :24 Let judgment run down like: zu, arine 6 
water; andrighteouſne(ſe like a mighty ſtream; and: ziug, Ariſe. 
aboveall, ſhake your hands from bribes>wherher Ethic.bb.5.c.7+ - 
bribes by: preſexts; or by kinred ; friendſhip, fa- 
Your, one puts out the eye as well as another, and 
there:may;be'quid pro que bribes', when a man 
will lend his-vote to one ; .ro have it paid him a- 
gain , -ina cauſe when he will call for it, and op:- 
niou-bribes, (as I may call them) whena man will 
endeavour to carry another thorow , becauſe he 
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\ 4s cor defeciſſet, when there wanted a heart, there 
| can 


1s of his opinion and judgment in'other things ; 


Oh letjuſtice dwell in your Tents', and in your 
hands. And if in this ataxic, or contuſion of things 
it beimpoſſiblero prevent, or remedy many mit- 
carriages, as Ithink iris, ( conſidering that many 
whorunin torhecommon ſcathe-fire, doe not in- 
rendthe quenching of it, bur the ſeeking of an 
opportunity, in thatconfuſion , to rob them that 
areinmiſcry,andro fiſh for themſclves) then my 
prayer ſhall be that of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 30.18, 
19, The good Lord pardon every one that prepareth 
; his heart to ſeek God though he be nat clenſed accord- 
ing to the purification of the Santtuary. 

- And {ol paſſe on tothe ſecond paricular in the 
Text, Purifie your hearts, ye double minded;,whence 
I take up thele two points. 

. x Double minded menhavecorrupt hearts. 

' 2 This double mindednefſe hinders both our 
drawing nighto God, and hu drawing nigh to ws. 

Double minded men have corrupt hearts: for 

its ſaid , parrfie your hearts, ye double minded, 

Doublemindednes 1s adiviſion of heart between 


_ Godandſomeother preponderating luſt , or ſelf- 


intcreſt; and ſo where there ſhould be no diviſion, 
bur ſingleneſſe and integrity , there is diviſion ; 
For all che heart , alltheminde, all che ſoul, and 
all rhe ſtrength , is that which God calls for. 
Thereare ſome that have no heart, they have no 
__—_ of God, norelliſh of him, no byaſſero- 
wards him , it wasan ill omenin facrifices, quay- 
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can be no expeationof any recturne of heartles 
Prayer, hearrles performance of duties;and this is 
the common-poſture of ſpirit of the ignorant,and 
ſecure worldlings. There are ſome that have dou- 
ble hearts , they pretend ro-havea zeale of God, 
and they profeſſerhe Name of Chriſt , and hang 
out the Chriſtiancolours: but through hypocriſic 
and partiality to their own ends, an ſelf.ref pets 
they balr between God and. Baal, or endevourto, 
complywith two maſters,ortheypart their friend- 


| 


ſhip and love berween God and the World, as 


Verſe 4.Y cadulerersandadultrefſes, know ye not 
that the friendſhip of the World is enmity with 
God 2 There are {ome that have one heart , and 
this is that which God promiſerh ro-his Covenanr 
people, and whercin he delights , when the hearr 


15 t0:u8 homogenenm , whole and undivided from | 


him,then is ira.perfe&t hearr,and of a happy rem- 
per orconſiicutzon., being of chaſt love, affection 
and fairhfulnes tro God, not vitiated or:deflowred 
by carnal copulation with otherbaſcluſts or ends, 
do but obſerve our Saviour in thar ſaying of his, 
Matth.6.22,23.how he oppoſeth unto a bogle eye, 
anevell oxe;If,faich he,Thine eyebe fingle,and hel 
when. you would have expected that doxble ſhould 
have bin oppoſed to ſingle, he ſaith, Butif thy = 


be evill,thereby fignifying,tharif ic be not {ingle, 


it is naught and evill;and wheras one might think, 
that a double.cie hath more light then a fingle:our 
Saviour tels us the plain contrary,thara ſingle eye 
makes the body full of light, bura double eye 
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fils it full of darknes ; Its true, there is in a double 
minded man, ſome eye to God, thart is,ſoas to uſc 
his name to ſerve ſclt-ends,or tocolour and cover 
his ſfiniſteraymsand intentions. As a harlot whoſe 
heart goes after unchaſt loves, will yet have a huſ- 
band too, (thar is) to colour and hide her lewd- 
nefle ; ſuch .are theſe which are double-hearred : 
they havea Sabbath for God,and ix days fortheir 
luſts: they retain ro God;and.wear his.clorch, and 
ſomrimes waitandattend, bur they are their own 
men for the moſt part, and work for themſelves ; 
Religionunto them is. bur the ſtalking horſe , un- 
dcr - ſideswhereof they creep,-to ger a ſhoot at 
their own(game;how oftendas Gol in Scripture 
findefault withthiskinde of +Profeſſours : When 
Je faſted, fairh he, Zech.7.5. did ye at all faſt unto 
me, even unto me ? and againe,when they howled 
upon their beds , they have.nor eryods unto me 
wich their heart, - they aſſemble themſelves for 
Cornand.Wine, aud'rhey rebell againſt me, Hof. 
7.14. An.1ſraclitethat,is without guile , that hath 
bur on&heart, is arare man, and worthy of an Ec- 
ce, Behold , indeed an Iſraelite, ts 
Inthe openinget this point , ſhall followthe 
rhreed . of that.explicarion of this word ( double 

minded) which I gave in the beginning. 
x This double mindednes is an uncertainty of 


the heart with God,jnorzfixed upon a Centre, bur: 
off and on,astimes., :o0ceafions, and-intereſts doe 


leadon, or draw off , ſo farre you will goewith 
\ God, as your way and his doe fall out to hold 
-£0- 


%. 
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rogether: and untill you muſt pull down Zerobo« 
ams calves, as well as Ahabs Baal, and then you 

art with him whenit comes to ſuch a pinch; -ſo 
alſo in adverſity or affliction, we make nautarun 
w0ta, mariners Vowes (as they doe in a ſtorm) 
and when we are on ſhore, and janded our of 
danger, we eat the Covenant we made before, 
Pſal.98.24. &c. When he ſlew themthen they ſouzht 
him, and they returned and enquired early after God, 
and they remembred that God was their reck, and the 
high God their Redeemer, Nevertheles, they did but 


| 


flatter and lye unto him, for their heart was not right : 


with him, nor were they ſtedfait in his Eovenant. 
It the heart was right with God, it would be cer- 
rain and ſtedfaſt with him. Conſtancy is bur 
the daughter of ſincerity. Itsa hatefull thing-ro 
ſer ſail ro every winde, and to change colour fo 


ng 


otren, being no faſtertyed ro Godinthe tempeſt, [ 


then we can be looſened in the calm ; Be what you 
, ore in the form: inyour afflition you willl 
:5:deto be ſpurred withoutkicking, and are ve- 
-y tune under reproofs: but when you are lifted 
1:and are at ſhore, thento put youin minde of 


" your vowes and Covenants in the day of your 


uble,is as an unpleaſing a thing, as to put a 
ciner atſhore in minde of his vowes or pro- 
:.cs niade at Sea. Its no great danger to re- 
'e men ſharply when they are low, any cow- 

. . nay ſtrikea man that is down, but (believe 
_, »1en menarealoft and high, and may more 
4:c.yer be dealt withall by {troaking, then by 
. the 
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the ſpurre, then it is ſomewhat to come nigh 
; the heels of truth, for it may haply ſtrike our 
his teeth. 

2. This doublemindednefle isa diviſion of the 
heart from God. 71. It is divided between the 
promiſes of God, and the difficulties oppoſite, 
when a man laies his dead body and the dead 
womb of Sara inthe skales, againſt the promiſe 

of having Tſaac, this is ſenſe fighting againſt faith, 
- 2. Between conſcience and Faſt conſcience di- 
ates, luſt byaſles, the inferiour appetite muti- 
nies againſt the ſuperiour light, and Jeades it cap- 
tive, video meliora probuque,deteriora ſequor. 3.Be- 
tiveen Religion and policy : and then Religion 
| commonly goes by the worle , Zeraboam and the 
2d Kings of 1ſrael, to comply with their politick re- 
ſpecs, ſer up, and continued a ſelt-deviſed wor- 
ſhip. 4. Berween God and the world , or God 
and our ownends,as they here in the Text : when 
we make. God a meer ſervant to our ſelves, and 
(move upon a private centerof our own : the heart 
is cunning and ſubtile in ſquinting towards its own 
ends : vilibly we will be for God: under hand 
we ſeek our ſelves: ſo the planets in their daily 
motion from Eaſt ro Weſt, move as the fixed 
| ftarres, 'but they have another motion of their 
\ own, which is creepingly by ſtealth, and more 
\unperceivable then the other, 
rſe Forthe uſe ofthis point, let me turne the words 
ofthe Text once more-upon you, by way of ex- 
hortationz Purify yaur hearts,ye double-minded,, caſt 
out 


- 
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out thoſe dividing luſts, policies, ends, which 
draw you away from God ; and pluck off thoſe 
falſe byaſſes of ſelf-intereſt, and ſelt-lecking, 
which cauſe you to wheel off from the true mark | 
or ſcope of all your defires and endeavours : you 
will be found faulty if your hearts be divided, 
Hoſ.10.2. ſimplicity of heart is of great account 
with God , there is aſinina ſmmplicitas, & colum-| 
bina, the ſimplicity ofthe alle, and of the dove; 
the former is a detect in the underſtanding, the 
later is the grace of an honeſt heart ; and this ſure 
is that which is of eſteem with God. In matters 
of judgement and juſtice berween man and man, 
you are to have two eyes, to look both waies: 
bur as they that take aim ſhut one of theireyes, 
leſt the ſight ſhould be diſtracted , ſo in your| 
aims andends, youreye isto be ſingle, in intend- 
ing God,and nor ſe/f - let Chriſt increaſe, though: 
youdecreale. 

The greateſt matter above-board, and which 
all mens expectations and mouthes are full of, 
is the ſerling of Religion and ofthe Church. Re- 
ligion is (rerum-publicarum quoddam quaſi coagu-| 4 
lum) that which cements Common-wealthsto- 3m © *+ 
gether, though now it be made the hall of con- © 
tention, and the great divider of us into parties; 
wedivide it, and are divided, being ftarre more 
then-dowble-minded thereabour. Oh that God was 
firſt ſer into poſſeſſion of his right, and thar his 
Tabernacle was pitcht, before any of the lors, 


for our own liberties or intereſts were drawn. 
E 2 T his 
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This was the oath that David' (wore in his affli- 
Ctions, Pſal.132.2,3, He ſware unto the Lord, and 
wowed unto the mighty God of Iacob. Surely I will 
wot come unto the Tabernacle of mine houſe, nor goe up 
intomy bed. Iwill not give ſleep to my eyes, or ſlum- 
ber t3 my eye-lids, untill 1 finde ont a place for the 
Lord; an habitation for the mighty God of Iacob , 
- andthisis the firſt Article in our vow Cove- 
nant. W hat the realt impediments: are, doth not 
fall within my way : but the ſeif-rnterefts are to be 
ſearched our. Xo yet;lay ſome, and their reaſon 
is the ſame, with that of the common ſort of peo- 
ple, againſt incloſures in former times : If ever; 
mans owne ſhould be incloſed, they ſhould loſe 
their freedom of common, and that liberty they u- 
ſurped all the field over, or (as others hope) that 
after we have turned round awhile, we may 
haply returneto the ſame poſture we were in be- 
fore, and having loſt our way in the miſt, may 
come back again to the ſame place whence we 
ſer our art firſt. 1/ ny, (ſay others) let it be 4 
1 George 0n horſe-back that ftands at door with a 
* wooden dagger, but keeps .no-body. from going 
| in, the theet paſſes under his noſe into the houſe, 
as well as the true-man. Not this, ſay ſome of 
thoſe that aretowardthe law,for then haply many 
contentions-might be quencht atthe bottom of 
(the chimney, before they Same out at thetop : and 
\; ſuch may be the want: of griſt, as it may tend 
much ro the hinderance of their mill, Nothin 
thats one,lay the Libertines, for we have gon looſe 
{0 
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ſo long.that now we cannot gue ftrait laced. Its 
"Torneo Wilde birds to be coopt up ina cage un- | 
| derdiſcipline. 
Thoſe char have been ſuch proficients in the 

fchool of liberty ina few years, as to commence 

ecachers and preachers of the Word, or have 

grown tobe ſuch i{uminazes, as they. pyerend, will 

| no more rejoyce in, or accept of a Government 


which may degrade them, or reſolve them into 
the firſt matter or elements of their — 
then Souldzers of fortune (as they are called) can re- 
joyce in a peace concluded and ferled. There 
might be named many other ſuch like ends and 
| intereſts, which carry ſtroke with men, and are 
the cauſes of our diviſions; which would in great 
part be quenched, if the game was plaid on all 
| hands, by conſcience and finglenes of heart : let 
us therefore ſearch out thoſe-ſelt-refpeRts which 
lie cloſe in us, that. we may finde the head of thar 
Nilus which thus-overftowes-the banks. That 
double-mindeanes which keeps us at diſtance from 
God, doth alſo keep us ar diſtance from one ano- 
ther, andtherefore that we may be a/u4v, Phil. 
2.2, of one accord, [doe for my own part con- 
ceiveitmuch conducing, that whatſoever touch- 
ing theſertlement of the Church, ſhall pafſe your 
hands, may (inthe main mo thereof) goe forth 
into the world, ſeconded with the realons and 
grounds of it : for doubtles, the reaſof.which in- 
duced you to ſer the ſtamp of authority upon it, 
will avail much to make ir paſſecurrently with 0- 
E 3 thers. 
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thers. You know, the Gorgonshead which ſtruck 

br men dumb in former times. The Church, the 
Church, is not likely to have the {ame operation 
now, in this ſeeing and ſearching age : though 
men will willingly be ſubjes to your authority, yet 

| at{o,as they are men, they will be {{aves to reaſon. 
There is in your hands already { Renowned and 
Honourable ) ſomething which was printed by 
your appointment, for your ſatisfaction, in one 
main propoſition, which it it might ſee the pub- 
like light, might give light ro many who are 
yetina cloud or miſt, 

So much tor this point. There is yet a (econd, 
ariſing fromtheſe words : Purify your hearts,ye dou- 
ble-minded. And thar is, 

A double-minded man through the uncleannes 
of his heart, keeps at diſtance from God, and 
God keeps at diſtance from him. He that is 
byaſſed with ſome predominant luſt, cannot 
cloſe with God {incerely, univerſally, neither 
will God impart himſelt to ſuch a man ; For 

1 let not that man think that he ſhall receive any 
thing of the Lord, Iames1.7. would any of you 
ſettle an acquaintance or friendſhip with a 

/ known Yertumnxs , that will be a paraſite ar 


| one time , and a [udzsat ayother 2 God is choice 


| of his friends , he owns not ſich as ſerve their 
luſts, and are in heart divided from him. 1 
have notime left me for this point : as neither 
for the con{1deration of both parts of this Text in 
connexion together : clean hazas, and pure hearts: 
nor 
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nor laſtly, for the conſideration of them both, 
with reference to our drawing nigh to God, 
and his drawing nigh to us; wherein I might 
have ſhewen you how communion with God, 
and the power of godlines are linked together ; 
Draw nizth to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you : cleanſe your hands, ye ſinners, and purify your 
hearts, ye double-minded. 


